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STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name

Today’s Movies: Hot or Not
How many of the movies listed in today’s newspaper have the students in your class seen? Take a class poll of the people who have seen

each movie and write the results on the board. On the graph below, show the top five movies in your class. Create another type of graph

to show the five movies that were seen by the fewest people.
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INCOMING MONEY

1. An investment opportunity.
SECTION: PAGE#

SENTENCE:

2. An ad placed by someone seeking to sell something.
SECTION: PAGE#

SENTENCE:

3. An ad placed by someone seeking employment.
SECTION: PAGE#

SENTENCE:

4. A news story describing personal or business income.
SECTION: PAGE#

SENTENCE:

Where do you get your money? Do you get an allowance? Do you have a job? Maybe you get money as a gift, sometimes. Money
that comes to you is your income. Income can be payment for work or money received through the sale of goods or services. It can be a
gift or earned as interest on other money that has been invested. Skim the newspaper to find the following items related to income. List the sec-
tion and page number where you found each one. Then write a sentence telling whether you think each is a good source of income. On anoth-
er piece of paper, describe how you usually get your income. 
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Name

If you live in a house, you have lots of expenses, besides the house itself. On this outline of

a house, draw lines for the rooms in your home and list in each room the things you need

and use in that room.Then, skim the newspaper to see how many of those items you can

find listed for sale in today’s newspaper. Add up your total cost.

Making a 
House,
A Home

 



5

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name

A necessity is something you must have in order to survive. A luxury is something that makes your life more comfortable. Can you find

pictures of three necessities, things you need, in today newspaper and paste them in the column below? Then find pictures of three

luxuries and paste them below. Can you find the prices of each of your items? Which are easier to find in the newspaper? Why do you

think that is so? 

NECESSITIES

You Be the Judge
Necessities vs.

Luxuries

LUXURIES
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Find 10 jobs in the help wanted ads
and in the stories and rate them from
1-10 (with 10 the highest rating) on a
job satisfaction scale.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Can You Find the Possibilities?
A good way to explore career resources is in the newspaper. Go on a scavenger hunt

through the ads and stories to see if you can find these jobs. Write a short summary of

each one on the lines below. Record how much money each job choice pays.

A job in a growing field:

A high-paying job:

A restaurant worker:

A volunteer:

A computer scientist:

A government worker:

A business owner:

Someone who works well with others:

An unusual occupation:
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TV Variety
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What type of television show do you spend the most time watching? Why do you like
that kind of entertainment? Check out the television listings for prime-time viewing 
(8 to 11 p.m.) and compute the percentage of shows on the major networks that fit into
each of these categories – comedy, drama, sports, news, music. Graph the number in
each category.

comedy drama sports news music
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You Are What You Eat
Are you a vegetarian (someone who eats foods that do not come from animals)? Or are you a carnivore (someone

who does eat meat and other animals)? Or are you a “flexitarian,” (someone who eats mostly vegetarian-style but
eats meat once in a while)? Survey the eating habits of your classmates and graph the results on this line graph.

Then check your newspaper to make a shopping list of your favorite foods. What are the best deals at the supermarket?
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LENCE
Do television and movies 

promote violence? Just how

much television is violent?

Check the television listings

in your newspaper to find out

how much violent program-

ming is available. Check the

prime time listings for the

major networks. Count the

number of shows for each

category and fill in this 

graph to show the types of

programs available.What

conclusion can you draw

from your research?
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RENTAL 1:

RENTAL 2:

EXPLANATION OF MY RENTAL CHOICE:

Housing is expensive.Whether you buy 

a house or rent an apartment, it is likely

that you will spend 30% of your income

on a place to live.What is the most

important aspect of a home? Is it loca-

tion? Size? Talk with your class about

what you would look for in a home.Then

check out the advertisements for apart-

ments or homes for rent in the classified

ads. Find the two best deals on a rental.

Write the ads on the lines on the right.

Then write a paragraph comparing the

two places. Circle the best one.Write an

explanation of your choice. Bonus:

Compute how much money you would

need to earn to pay the rent. (You can

estimate spending 30% of your income

for housing.)

Home Sweet Home
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What is on sale this time of year? By looking carefully at the prices and following a simple formula, you can figure out just

how big a discount is. Find 10 items on sale with their prices advertised. Use this formula to fill in the chart below: % of dis-

count = amount of discount/regular price x 100.

Save Some Money! 

Name of Item Regular Price Sale Price Amount of
Discount

% of Discount

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
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Is it baseball, basketball, football, or hockey season? Check the Sports section

of the newspaper for the standings of the professional sports teams. Each

student can select her favorite team.Tabulate the results, pick the 5 most

popular teams and make a graph.What 3 observations can you make from

your findings?

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name

Sports Mania

TEAM 1 2 3 4 5
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Job Chart
Look through the classified ads in your newspaper and select 5 jobs that

you find of interest. Find the salary of each job and complete the job chart
below. What conclusions can you draw from the information?

JOB SALARY PER WEEK               MONTH               YEAR

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

13



14

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name

Make Demands!

In economic terms, “demand”
means the desire and the abili-
ty to purchase an item. You

may want a Porsche but unless you
are also able to buy one, you don’t
have a demand for that car. Nor is
there a demand the other way
around — if you can afford one but
don’t wish to buy one. Find a low-
priced item advertised in the news-

ITEM NAME

Advertised price price/2 price/2 again price/2 again

DEMAND

PRICE

paper that you think would have a
high demand in your class. Write
the item name on the top of this
chart. In the first column, write the
advertised price for that item, then
see how many students in your
class would buy the item at that
price. Write that number in the
proper box. Then see what the
demand would be if the price were

cut in half. Write that “new” price
in its box. Then halve the price
again, write this still-lower price in
its box, check the demand at the
latest price, and write that number
in the correct box. After you have
reduced the price three times and
checked the demand for each, 
create a line graph showing the
results of the “demand schedule.”

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

ADVERTISED
PRICE

PRICE/2 PRICE/2
AGAIN

PRICE/2
AGAIN

D
EM

A
N

D



15

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name

Marketing
Mania
Count all of the display ads in the newspaper. Then write a list of the categories of busi-
nesses using those ads. List the five most popular categories, based on your study of the
ads – for example, furniture, cars, electronics, clothing, pharmaceuticals. Once you have
determined the top five types of businesses that use display ads, list them on the bottom 
of the graph. Count the number of ads of each type and create a line graph showing how
many there are. What can you conclude after gathering this data?

N
U
M

B
ER

 O
F 

A
D
S

TYPES OF BUSINESS



16

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name

In the Index

Anewspaper’s index is like a
table of contents or a book
index in that using it can

save you time. Knowing how to use a
reference tool like an index is a ter-
rific study skill. In order to test your
understanding of the index in the
newspaper, mark an “I” beside each
of the following items that you would
likely find in an index. Then, use
your newspaper index to answer the
questions.

The name of a person in the news

The page on which the Business section begins

The number of pages in today’s newspaper

The editorial page location

The page number of the television listings

The cost of the newspaper

The page on which you might find an ad for a used car

Questions:

1. On what page would you find the times of local movies?

2. On what page are the comics?

3. Where would you look to see tomorrow’s weather forecast?

4. If you wanted to know the score of last night’s basketball game, where would you look?
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What does it mean to have good manners? Do you usually have good manners? Can you iden-
tify good and bad manners when you see them? Try this activity to see how well you judge
manners. Read 10 comic strips of your choice. Choose one character from each strip and

rate his or her behavior on the following scale. Write the name of the strip and the name of the
character you are rating. Circle your rating for each character. A rating of 1 means the character is
rude and crude. A rating of 10 means the character is sophisticated and classy. On another sheet of
paper, write an essay telling whether you think being well-mannered is important. Give reasons for
your choice.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Name of comic:

Name of character:

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Name of comic:

Name of character:

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Name of comic:

Name of character:

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Name of comic:

Name of character:

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Name of comic:

Name of character:

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Name of comic:

Name of character:

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Name of comic:

Name of character:

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Name of comic:

Name of character:

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Name of comic:

Name of character:

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Name of comic:

Name of character:

Crude or Classy?
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Stock Market Report Review

Reading the information in the stock market tables can give you great practice learning how to
read charts in order to understand the data. Find the stock listings in the newspaper and
choose five stocks to analyze. Fill in the chart to show the information you found.

Abbreviated Name Opening Price Closing Price Amount of Change + or -

STOCK 1

STOCK 2

STOCK 3

STOCK 4

STOCK 5
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Comic Character Graph
Animals make terrific characters in comic strips because they can be drawn with many human qualities. Check the

comic strips to see just how many characters are animals compared to how many are people. Collect the data and

then graph the results in a pie chart to show the percentage of each. Count each character only once.

Total number of characters =

Number of human male characters = 
Percent of total characters = 

Number of human female characters =
Percent of total characters =

Number of dogs =
Percent of total characters =

Number of cats =
Percent of total characters =

Number of birds =
Percent of total characters =

Number of horses =
Percent of total characters =

Number of mice/rodents =
Percent of total characters =

Number of other animals = 
Percent of total characters =
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BUYING A CAR 

Knowing how to be a
smart car shopper
can save you time

and money. Find the ads for
used cars in today’s newspaper.
Choose two different two-year-
old cars, and analyze the 
differences in options and cost.
Fill in the chart on the right
and decide which car is the
better buy. Suppose that you
need a loan to get the money
to buy this car. You can figure
out how much money you’ll
pay in interest by multiplying
the amount you borrow by the
interest rate, then multiplying
that number by the number of
years you’ll take to pay back
the money. If you’ll borrow
$10,000 and the interest rate
is 12% for a five-year loan,
multiply $10,000 by 0.12 by 5,
and you’ll find that you’ll pay
$6,000 in interest. That means
that although you borrow
$10,000, you pay back
$16,000. Do the math and 
find out how much you’d 
pay on the cars you found.

COST MILEAGE: 
CAR 1: 
CAR 2

OPTIONS

CAR 1:

CAR 2:
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Food, Glorious Food
What is your favorite

recipe? Poll your 
class to find out each

student’s favorite meal to eat.
Graph the results here. Then,
on the lines provided, write 
a vivid description of your
favorite food. Can you find 
a recipe in the newspaper 
that you would like to cook? 

FAVORITE MEAL 1

FAVORITE MEAL 2

FAVORITE MEAL 3

FAVORITE MEAL 4

FAVORITE MEAL 5

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
Number of students
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TV
Listings
Math

Check out the television listings
in the newspaper. Can you
think of any clever ways to use
the information and data pre-
sented there to create some
math problems? For example,
you could make a graph of all
shows featuring the word “the”
in the title. Or you could figure
out how many hours of pro-
gramming are involved in real-
ity television or comedy shows.
Write a math problem, based
on those listings, inside this tel-
evision screen and exchange
papers with a partner so that
you can solve each other’s
problems.

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name
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The newspaper contains 
lots of sports stories and 
statistics. Skim the newspa-
per to find some interesting
sports statistics and, in the
space provided, write three
word problems based on
those numbers. Exchange
papers with a friend and
solve each other’s problems.
Write the equations you 
used to find the answers.

Problem 1:

Problem 2:

Problem 3:

Sports Problems
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P I E C H A R T S
A pie chart is a type of graph that shows you a count of something. Here is a
pie chart showing the number of hours in a day that a typical school student
might spend doing various activities. On another sheet of paper, create a pie
chart of data you collect from the newspaper, i.e. total victories of the pro 
sports teams in a division, value of 5 selected stocks, minutes of your 
favorite 5 movies.

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name
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What comic strips do you like to
read? Which are the funniest? Take
a few minutes to read the comics
in today’s newspaper. Take a class
vote about which are the funniest.
Graph the results of the poll on
this axis. Write 3 observations
about your graph.

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name
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Turn to the weather

page of your newspa-

per. Select 10 U.S. cities

in which the high

and low tempera-

ture is indicated. Make a

line graph for the high

temperatures and

using the same graph

show the low temper-

atures.What conclu-

sion can you draw from

your graph?

Weather: Fair or Foul?
Te

mp
era

tur
e

Cities
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Women and Men … Venus and Mars?
Some people say that men and women are as different as two planets,
while others say that they are more alike than they realize. As health
matters go, do you think women and men share more concerns or have
more differences? Check the newspaper for health matters and decide
whether each one you find is appropriate for men, for women, or for
both. Place each one in the proper area of this Venn Diagram. 

Women Men

Both
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You may think that you know a lot about drugs and alcohol. You’ve probably
had lots of substance-abuse education in school. Test your knowledge with this
true-false quiz. Talk about your answers with your class. What evidence of drug
use can you find in the newspaper? Write about the information you find.

Are You a Drug Free Zone? 
Test What You Know

1.You can’t die from taking cocaine once.

T F

2.You can’t get addicted to drugs or alcohol if you party only on weekends.

T F

3. Alcohol makes you feel high or happy, so it’s not a depressant. It’s not a drug.

T F

4.The effects of smoking pot wears off in a few hours.

T F

5. Driving while high on alcohol is more dangerous than driving while high on pot.

T F

6. Coffee is not a drug.

T F

7. Substance abuse among teens is going down.

T F

8. Drinking coffee does not help to get you sober.

T F

9. Inhalants (used for “huffing”) are legal and are not as dangerous as illegal drugs.

T F

10. High school students who watch lots of TV are more likely than others to start drink-

ing.

T F

?
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SAFETY in the News
Of course you feel safe at home, and you should, but you should also be careful because

many accidents happen there.What are some of the ways in which people get hurt at

home? Skim the newspaper for a photo of an everyday situation that looks safe, but

could prove dangerous. Paste the picture in this space and, on the lines below, write a

description of the possible dangers and how they can be avoided.
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Influenced by Environment

One theory about why dinosaurs

were so huge is that the climate and

food supply of the time made them big.

Their environment, then, determined

their physical makeup. Do you think

our environment affects our physical

characteristics? Study photographs of

people in today’s newspaper. Draw some

conclusions about the connection

between our environment and our phys-

ical characteristics. For example, our

eyes are smaller than our ears. If that is

a response to the environment, what

might it mean? Write your conclusions

on the lines.



31

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name

Wish Upon the Stars
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

What would you wish for if you had a
chance to make the world better? Skim
the newspaper for stories about scientific
advancements and present solutions to
problems. Based on what you read, 
what three wishes would you make that
would change the course of events for
the better? Here are three stars for you to
wish on. Write one wish in each star.
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THE FIRST
African
American

WOMAN
to Get a Patent

Margaret Stewart
Joyner understood that a person’s

appearance would affect the way that person

felt and that how the person felt would affect

how she acted. She knew that people who

felt good about their appearance acted with

more self-respect and more respect for oth-

ers, too. She invented a permanent-wave

machine to create hairstyles that would last

for a long time. Her invention was the first

one patented by an African American

woman.That opened the door for many oth-

ers to follow. She worked for years to help

young African Americans find jobs and she

raised money for African American colleges.

Look in the newspaper to find the best exam-

ple of an invention that is providing opportu-

nity for people in our society. Explain why

you selected your invention.
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Which invention in today’s newspaper

changed our lives the most? Skim the

newspaper and choose the most

important advance. Poll your class to

find everyone’s answer. On the graph

outline, show the results of your poll.

On the back of this sheet, write your

reason for choosing the invention you

picked.

InventiveINVENTIONS!!

Inventions......................................
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Do a newspaper search to find representations of each of the 5 senses in the 

articles.Write the number of the page on which you found each representation

and a description of how it fits into the article.Then write which sense is most

important to you and why.

Making Sense
of the 5 senses

SEEING

SMELLING

TOUCHING

HEARING

TASTING

MOST IMPORTANT
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Women

Ellen Ochoa was just 11-years-old

when astronaut Neil Armstrong first

walked on the moon in 1969. After

attending Stanford University, she worked

hard inventing devices that analyze what

astronauts could “see” in space.The

National Aeronautics and Space

Administration (NASA) saw her hard work

and she became an astronaut, eventually

flying on the space shuttle Discovery. She

has won many awards for her success as

an engineer, an astronaut and for being a

role model for aspiring Hispanic and

female scientists. Ms. Ochoa’s inventions

were technological advances.What exam-

ples of technology can you find in today’s

newspaper? Find three and write a

description of how each is used.

TECHNOLOGY 1:

TECHNOLOGY 2:

TECHNOLOGY 3:

inSpace
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Do you think that our country is one in which good health is important? Do
Americans respect and reward good health habits? Debate this topic in your
class. Use information from today’s newspaper to support your argument.
You can use this graphic organizer to list details showing support for each
side. Then, at the bottom, you can summarize your conclusion.

YES NO

HEALTH
CHECK

UP

Conclusions
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Jobs and Gender
In 1983, Dr. Sally Ride became the first American woman in space. She is just one of a num-
ber of women in American history who took on jobs in the field of science that were once
thought of as strictly for men. Are there still jobs that you think of as men’s jobs or women’s
jobs? Check the Help Wanted ads and see whether you can find five jobs traditionally associ-
ated with each gender. Write a reason why you chose each one.

Women Reason

Job 1

Job 2

Job 3

Job 4

Job 5

Men Reason

Job 1

Job 2

Job 3

Job 4

Job 5
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Turn to the business section in the newspaper. Locate the names of four companies you feel have an impact on our environment. Some examples

might be paper companies, auto companies, bottling companies, etc. List these companies and complete the chart below.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Company How the Company 

Impacts the Environment

Does it have 

Recyclable Products?

Must it Follow

Environmental 

Laws?

Earth Effects EarthEffectsEarthEffects                               EarthEffectsEarthEffects Earth Effects

COMPANY
NEWS
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ENVIRONMENTAL
SCAVENGER 
HUNT

Earth Day is April 22.
That is a day when we honor the
planet and its inhabitants. See if you
can find each of these environmental
items in today’s newspaper. On each
line, write a brief description of what
you found and the number of the
page on which you found it. 

A body of water

An example of recycling

A substance dangerous to wildlife

A product that uses energy

A way to use water

A renewable resource — one that can be replaced or can grow again

in a short time

An energy-efficient product

A nonrenewable resource — one that is found in limited amounts
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All-Around Fitness
The three ways to measure fitness are your strength, your endurance

and your flexibility. A strong body can do more and do it better. A person

with good endurance can play longer without getting tired. Building

endurance also strengthens your heart and lungs. A flexible person can

reach, twist and bend without stiffness, pain or strain. A healthy mind is

also strong, enduring and flexible. Look through the newspaper for articles

or pictures of people who exhibit each of the following.Write a brief

description of how each person illustrates the trait.

Strong mind

Strong body

Physical endurance

Mental endurance

Flexible body

Flexible mind
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Look at the effects of humans on the environment. Sometimes those results are good and other times

they are harmful. Can you think of a human/environment interaction with a positive result? How about

one with a negative result? Skim today’s comic strips, looking for ways that the characters interact with

their environment. Clip it out and glue it below.Then, on the lines, write a description of the interaction. In

the next panel, draw your own strip showing any character interacting with his or her surroundings.

Humans Help/Humans Hurt

My Found Cartoon

My Character Interaction
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MET Values of Sports
Mayis Fitness Month so you should know that getting in
shape and staying in shape require regular exercise. Either you use the energy from
the food you eat or it gets stored as fat. The energy used in different sports can be
described in units called METS (which comes from the word “metabolism,” the
body’s ability to burn calories). A MET value shows the energy used in an activity
compared to energy used at rest. For example, the intensity of basketball is 6.0 METS.
That means a body uses six times more energy playing basketball than it does at rest.
This chart shows the MET values for a variety of sports. Choose five sports you like
from this list and rank them in order, starting with the one that has the highest MET
value and ending with the one that has the least. Find the average MET in your list.
Then look through the Sports section to find mention of the sports on the list.

Sport                            Intensity (METS)

Aerobic dancing 6.0

Backpacking 7.0

Basketball 6.0

Biking (at 24 m.p.h.) 5.0

Calisthenics 4.5

Football (tackle) 6.0

Gymnastics 5.5

Hockey 8.0

Horseback riding 3.5

Karate 7.5

Running (12-minute miles) 8.5

Running (8-minutes miles) 12.5

Skating 7.0

Skiing (downhill) 4.0

Skiing (cross-country) 8.0

Soccer 8.0

Softball 5.0

Swimming 6.0

Swim racing 8.0-12.0

Tennis 7.0

Volleyball 4.0

Walking 3.5

My favorite sports

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

My MET Average
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1.The Earth’s atmosphere is composed of

several gases, including oxygen, nitrogen

and carbon dioxide.What percentage of

the air you breathe is carbondioxide?

a. 30% b. 3% c. 0.3% d. 0.03%

2.What is the average temperature of the

Earth’s surface, from the North Pole to the

South, throughout the year?

a. O degrees F b. 35 degrees F

c. 60 degrees F d. 72 degrees F

3.Without the greenhouse effect, what

would be the annual average tempera-

ture of the Earth’s surface?

a. 30 degrees F b. 0 degrees F

c. 10 degrees F d. 35 degrees F

4. Since 1890, what has happened to 

the Earth’s average temperature? 

a. It has dropped one degree

b. It has increased one degree

c. It has remained constant

d. It has increased four degrees

5.The hole in the ozone layer is the chief

cause of global warming.

a. True b. False

6. On the right, write a definition of 

global warming. Check the newspaper to

see if there are any stories about the

environment.Write a summary of the

story you read.

The Global Warming Quiz
What do you know about global warming and the Earth’s atmosphere? Take this quiz and discuss 

your answers with the class.
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STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name

Can You Reuse or Recycle?

Recycling and reusing items can seriously cut down on the amount of trash we create. Write
three ways that each of these items could be reused:

Shoebox

Can

Glass jar

Newspaper

Paper bag

Finally, look through the newspaper and choose three items that can be recycled.

1. 2. 3.
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STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name

A scavenger hunt is a great way to

explore environmental issues and get to

know the newspaper. Find as many of the

items listed below as possible in today’s

newspaper.Write the page number

where you found each one.Then, use

these lines  to write an opening para-

graph for a science fiction story involving

some of the things you found.

PAGE ITEM

____A substance dangerous to wildlife

____An energy-efficient product

____A body of water

____A way to use water

____Something that can be recycled

____A product that uses energy

____A renewable resource

____A source of pollution

____An Earth-friendly news story

Exploring 
Environmental
Issues
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STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name

Astronomers are scientists who study space. Biologists study animals and other living things.What other

kinds of scientists can you name? Write them in a list below.Then skim the newspaper to find a story

each scientist might find interesting.Write the headline from each story on the line next to the proper

scientist.

Sciencein theNews

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
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STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name

Get Ready,Get Fit!
It’s always a great time to think about getting in better physical shape. Fitness is for everyone who wants to feel good, look good, and

enjoy good health. Fitness is a way of life that includes eating well, respecting your body and exercising. But, like anything else that

requires a commitment, fitness means motivating yourself to stick with the plan. In the space below, paste some pictures and headline

words from today’s newspaper that would motivate you to get and stay fit. Hang your collages on a bulletin board in the school hallway

to motivate everyone to commit to be fit!
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Inventions in transportation have allowed people and products to move from
place to place in many different ways. Can you find stories about transporta-
tion in today’s newspaper? Skim the newspaper to find articles about move-
ment. Using those and any other information you find, fill in the chart below.
Here are some of the questions your chart should help you answer. Which is

the fastest means of transportation? Which is the slowest? Which is the most expensive? Which costs the least? Which is the most flexi-
ble form of transportation? Why are some forms of transportation appropriate for some products and not for others? 

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name

Move It!
Airplanes

Ships

Buses

Pipelines

Trucks

Railroads

Speed Cost Special

Mode What is Carried (Rank) (Rank) Requirements
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If you really liked someone, would you want a double of that person created? How do you feel about the cloning of people? This contro-

versial topic is great for a class debate. On this sheet, you can organize your arguments for a debate of both positions — pro and con.

Skim the newspaper for ideas and then list your thoughts below. On the left side, list your thoughts in favor of human cloning. On the

right side, list your thoughts against such cloning. Finally, on the lines across the bottom, write the headlines of two newspaper stories

that would provide good debate topics.

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name

THE DEBATE

HEADLINE 1:

HEADLINE 2

PRO: CON:

DoubleDDoouubblleeDoubleDDoouubbllee
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Neuroscience is the

study of the brain. Memory is one

function of your brain. Some memo-

ries last your whole life, while others

fade away fast.You use your short-

term memory when you remember a

phone number just long enough to

dial it. Long-term memories, on the

other hand, remain in your brain

longer. Check your short-term memo-

ry with this exercise to do with a part-

ner.

Choose one page of the newspaper

and look at its headlines for one

minute while your partner times you.

When the minute is up, turn the paper

over so that you cannot see it and, on

these lines, write as many of the

headline words as you can remember.

Then, choose another page and

have your partner try the same activi-

ty using these lines to write the words

he or she remembers.

Finally, in the box, write some

ideas about how you can improve your

short-term memory.

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name

Maintain Your Brain
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STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name

Then & Now

Then Now

Do you have anything inside your desk or backpack that would not have been there
twenty years ago? Would you want to time-travel? Why? Check out the newspaper to
find items advertised in the newspaper today that you think would not have been
advertised back then. Indicate on this Venn Diagram three items that are advertised
today that might also have been advertised then, three that appear today that would not have appeared then,
and three that probably could have been advertised then but would not be advertised today.

           



52

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET
Name

Health is BIG News

Lots of people are jumping
on the good-health band-
wagon. That’s why you see

so many health-related articles
and items in the newspaper.
See whether you can find each
of these and write a descrip-
tion of what you found and the
page number on which you
found it. 

A FORM OF EXERCISE

A HEALTHY FOOD

A JUNK FOOD

A PERSON WITH A POSITIVE ATTITUDE

AN ACTIVITY THAT IS FUN 

A STORY ABOUT A HEALTH ISSUE

A CLASSIFIED AD FOR EXERCISE EQUIPMENT

A SPORT THAT REQUIRES NO EXPENSIVE GEAR

A DRUG PRODUCT
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STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET

Name

Think about how cars have changed during your
lifetime. Then think about how cars might change
during the next 20 years. Choose a car that is

advertised in the newspaper along with its picture and
description. In the space below, create an ad for that car
as it might appear in a newspaper 20 years from now.

into the FutureDrDriivvee
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STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEET

Name

Eco-Web of the Sun
As the human population has increased, so has the consumption of our planet’s natural resources. Brainstorm a list of
ecoregions to better understand them. Ecoregions may include deserts, forests, oceans, grasslands, wetlands, and
more. Fill in the graphic organizer at the bottom. Then circle one and answer the questions. Look through the news-
paper to see which ecoregions are represented in the news, the ads (especially check the real-estate ads) and even in
the comics.

1. What does the soil look like?

2. Is there water in this ecoregion?

3. Is the air dry or moist?

4. Does it rain a lot?

5. Is there wind?

6. Is it rocky terrain?

7. What natural resources are found here? How can those be conserved?

     




